
International PhD Course in 
Critical Management Studies (7.5 credits) 
Lund University, Sweden 
11–15 May 2026 (on site) 
 
Join us for our international PhD course on Critical Management Studies in Lund this 
spring. This intensive course offers a combination of lectures, seminars, and workshops 
for PhD candidates to learn and receive guided feedback on their PhD projects from 
leading scholars. The course is aimed to be of interest to participants from across the 
social sciences. 
 
 
Aim and course content 

Many researchers in social science and organization studies assume that companies and other 
organizations work for ‘the common good’, that their outputs make things better for customers, 
employees, owners and the general public. Organizational structures and practices are thought 
to accomplish organizational objectives and serve stakeholders. In short, organizational and 
institutional arrangements are seen as fair and unproblematic. In contrast, studies within 
critical management problematize the status quo. They focus on the ‘darker’ side of business 
and organizations.  
 
The word ‘critical’ has, of course, a number of meanings. All research is critical in the sense that 
the researcher is observant and intolerant of weak argumentation, speculative statements, 
erroneous conclusions etc. In Critical Management Studies, ‘critical’ is understood as the 
stimulation of a more extensive reflection upon established ideas, ideologies and institutions in 
order to encourage liberation or at least reduce repression. Critical theory is referred to as a 
tradition of social science, including the Frankfurt School and related authors and lines of 
thought such as Weber, Marx, Foucault, poststructuralism, certain versions of feminism and so 
on. Critical Management Studies is a large an expanding research orientation, prominent in 
organization studies and sociology but also to some extent in accounting, marketing and 
strategy.  
 
The PhD course aims to give an advanced introduction to the theoretical frameworks, research 
interests, methodologies and discussions in Critical Management Studies. The course will also 
give examples of critical studies and explores how critical research can be produced. Much 
space will be given for participants to present and get feedback on their ideas and projects.  
 
Content 

– Theoretical roots of CMS such as critical theory, post-structuralism, labour process 
theory, critical realism, post-colonialism and feminism 

– Methodological issues in doing CMS 
– Applying CMS in fields such as leadership and identity 
– CMS and philosophy 
– Performativity and non-performativity in CMS 
– Ethics, aesthetics and CMS 
– Publishing in CMS and the rise of ‘excellence’ 

 
 
 



Literature 

– Alvesson, Bridgeman & Willmott. Handbook of Critical Management Studies. Oxford 
2009. 

– Jeanes E. and Huzzard T. (eds) Critical Management Research – Reflections from the 
Field. Sage 2014. 

 
And a selection of articles. 
 
Examination 

Written paper based on student’s own project (max 4000 words). Deadline: end of August, 2026. 
 
Teachers 

Roland Paulsen (Lund University) will supervise the course. Other teachers will include Mats 
Alvesson, Monika Müller, Stephan Schaefer, John Murray, Christina Lüthy, Peter Svensson 
(from Lund University), Yiannis Gabriel (University of Bath), and Dan Kärreman (Copenhagen 
Business School). More teachers will be announced.  
 
Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory for all participants. The course director assesses if and how absence 
may be compensated. 
 
Application 

Apply for the course by 31 March 2026, or at your earliest convenience to safeguard 
admittance, by sending  
 

1) a short bio on your motivation for joining the course, 
2) a short description of your own research project (to be distributed to other students of 

the course) 
3) a signed application form as one PDF file to to Roland Paulsen 

(roland.paulsen@fek.lu.se)  
 
The cost of each course is 5.000 SEK (+ 25 % VAT). Payment instructions will be distributed upon 
acceptance. Students from NFF or SNABS member universities are exempt.  
 
We offer two other PhD courses in the spring, on Critical Perspectives on Leadership and 
Reflexive and Creative Methodology. Non-exempt students attending two or more courses will 
be charged a reduced rate. 
More information 

https://www.lusem.lu.se/sites/lusem.lu.se/files/2024-01/FEK-course-application-external-students.pdf
mailto:roland.paulsen@fek.lu.se
https://nordicacademy.org/members/
https://www.phdsnabs.org/#partners
https://www.lusem.lu.se/organisation/department-business-administration/doctoral-studies-business-administration/doctoral-courses
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